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Does anyone know what the word profession means?  

  Profession: 

  noun \prə-ˈfe-shən\ 

  1.  A calling requiring specialized knowledge and often long and intensive academic preparation  
  2.  A principal calling, vocation, or employment               merriam-webster.com 

Ask the students what they would like to be when they grow up.  List their answers in alphabetical order.  I 
prefer using my big screen attached to my computer for the students to be able to read what they say.  
This makes it easier for me to edit as each student tells me what they would like to be when they grow up.   
For example: 
   Ryan  would like to be a firefighter. 

   Sabrina would like to be a mom. 

   Timothy would like to be a police officer. 

   Susan would like to be a veterinarian. 

Ask the students if they know why you decided to put their answers in this order.  Tell them that you are 
going to read  through  different professions that they may like to be when they grow up.  Let them know 
that the professions are listed in alphabetical order, but that there isn’t a profession for every letter of 
the alphabet.  These professions are in the “story”: 

artist, astronaut, athlete, author, baker, builder, coach, construction worker, dentist, detective, doctor, 
farmer, firefighter, forest ranger, marine biologist, mathematician, musician, nurse, paramedic, 
photographer, pilot, police officer, President, racecar driver, sailor, scientist, singer, teacher, veterinarian, 
zookeeper 

Suggestion:  Leave the pdf.document  on the big screen or on your computer…just click your mouse to read 
through the “story” instead of printing it out. 

My students typically read out loud with me, especially once they hear the repetitive words.  I pause when 
I’m reading and point to the new profession which I read through slowly…saying all the sounds, so that they 
can read it with me.  Be sure to read through the words  before you pop the pictures.   All the kids like  to 
see what the new picture will be…especially since there’s a girl and a boy of each type of profession. 

When I Grow Up…  Teaching Suggestions 

 
 



Word Practice: 
Have your students read the words off the computer that are listed after the “story”. We practice decoding 
the words before seeing the pictures.  I have made a boy/girl set for each picture, and they are mixed up for 
repetitive practice.  I specifically left the “President” boy/girl pictures for the end (right after the girl 
teacher).  I always like to finish this part of the lesson by telling my students, that I’m their teacher, and that 
I know that they can be whatever they want to be…even…..The President of the United States!   
 
Once your students are comfortable with the words, you can move it to a computer center for individual 
practice.  Just show them how to click the mouse to run through the entire pdf.document.  Allowing children 
computer access to the document is  why I left the instructions/worksheets at the end.  Once they get to the 
instruction section….show them how to scroll back up to start again until their center time is over.   
 
You can also use these pictures for a matching/decoding activity.  Print out the picture/word pages.  Bubble cut 
around the word and then bubble cut around picture.  Place all the words on one side of your white board and all 
the pictures on the opposite side. Here is a rhyme that I made up to go with the words/pictures.   Choose a 
child and insert his/her name into the rhyme, then choose a profession for them to find and match to the 
picture.  For example: 
   
Jessica, Jessica,  
What do you say?  
Do  you want to be a doctor  
When you grow up one day? 
 
If a student has difficulty finding the matching picture/word, segment the word and have your student look for 
the correct beginning/middle/end sounds to find the correct match. You can have the other children help to tap 
out the word for their friend. 
 
At the end of the “story” talk about what YOU would like to be when you grow up….the kids always get a laugh 
out of that one.  Then, demonstrate how you would sound out each word as you write it down, starting with a 
capital letter, putting in spaces between words, going back and reading what you have written, using end 
punctuation, etc. 
Have your students write and draw about what they would like to be when they grow up (choose the type of 
paper your prefer (the boy/girl writing sheet or the general writing sheet). 
Be sure to print out and post your student’s desired professions….they like to go back and read what their 
friends would like to be! 
Lesson extension:  See if your students can come up with a profession for EVERY letter of the alphabet. 
--Happy Teaching!     Regina Davis 
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Additional Needs: pocket chart,  
small counters (I use tiny balls of playdough) or highlighters 

Pocket Chart Words:  
Place the words in a pocket chart in alphabetical order.   
Possible  activities: 
1. Independent Small Group: Have your students copy words from the chart 

onto the What can I be when I grow up… boy/girl lists. 
2. Teacher Directed Small Group: Pull the words from the pocket chart.  

Choose one word at a time from your pile, tell the students if you are 
looking for a boy or a girl, and give the children the segmented sounds of 
that word.  For example:  “I’m looking for a girl d-e-n-t-i-s-t.”  Have them 
tell you which profession you are looking for.  See if they can find the 
word by themselves on their mini page printout.  Show them what the word 
card looks like, and place the word card in the pocket chart. Choose either 
the ABC order mini picture page, or the jumbled up mini picture page to 
use with this activitiy.  Either print out 6 copies and laminate, or print out 
1 copy and copy on black/white copier—one copy per student.  They  can 
either use small counters to mark their papers (I like my students to use 
tiny balls of playdough that they press onto the laminated sheet on top of 
the word), or I like to have my students highlight the words that we find 
with highlighters. 

3. Teacher Directed Small Group or Whole Group: Mix up the words.  Have 
students put them in alphabetical order in the pocket chart.  Copy the 
words in alphabetical order on the ABC word list sheets….check your ABC 
order with the ABC Order mini picture sheet. 
 

--Happy Teaching! 
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